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The Tradition of Gender Equality and the Khudai Khidmatgar
Movement
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ABSTRACT:

The Khudai Khidmatgar Movement, also known as the (Servants
of God) Movement, was founded by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan
in the early 20th century. It was a non-violent political and social
movement aimed at securing the rights and freedoms of Pashtuns
under British colonial rule. This research paper explores the
intersection of gender equality and the Khudai Khidmatgar
Movement, a socio-political movement led by Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan in the early 20th century. This paper examines how
the movement influenced the cultural and social framework of
Pashtun society, particularly concerning gender roles and the status
of women. While the movement’s primary focus was on political
freedom and social justice, its impact on gender equality remains a
crucial aspect of its legacy. Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan’s
progressive views on women’s rights led to the inclusion of
women in the movement’s activities, thereby challenging
traditional Pashtun norms. The movement emphasized the
importance of education for both men and women, promoting the
idea of an egalitarian society where women had equal opportunities
to participate in social and political affairs.

Keywords: Gender equality, Socio-Political, Women Empowerment,
political freedom, social justice, Khudai Khidmatgar Movement
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“One young bride on her wedding night sent her
bridegroom away to picketing and possible arrest, saying
she preferred him to carry out his political duties than rest
warmly with her in the nuptial bed!”(A).
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(V) Dr Tanguku sepora, Tengku Mahadi and Sepideh Moghaddas Jafari, Languge
and Culture, International Journal of Humanities and Social Science, vol-2 no-17,
September 2012, p.231
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