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Diverse dimensions of Couplet and potential extents of
Translation

Dr. Qandeel Badar*
ABSTRACT:

Couplet is the basic unit of Eastern poetics, which comes
into existence by the coordination of several elements at the
same time. In the establishment of the semantic system of
poetry, none of these elements can be ignored. Some of these
clements of poetry create the external form and some give a
complete sense of their presence in the internal one. By
amalgamation of these formation elements of the external and
internal aspects, a third and hidden side of the couplet also
comes into existence, which causes addition of an X factor to
the semantic system.

Translation, by the way, is a very fruitful activity that
allows the conversion of the great texts of one language to
another language and it is the translations that have made a great
contribution to the service of prose literature and fiction. But in
this paper it has been highlighted that to what extent the
translation of the poetry is possible. Couplet of two lines
consists of several dimensions that the translator is responsible
for taking care of. It is not that a poetic translation is absolutely
impossible, but it definitely requires hard-work and  certain
poetic taste from the translator. In this article, hints are provided
for the preparation of this hard work..

Keywords: Couplet, and potential extents, Translation, Fastern
poetics.
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"We are Rational and East is Mystic"
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Whose clever art has kindled their protest
Every image that we see is in paper robes dressed.
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Turning lonesome night to day, is alas,a crippling task,
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like the digging of milk canal through a rocky tract.
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Let reason spread its hearing net as far as it likes phoenix.

Like is my purport, Elusive and complex.
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"Poetry is what gets lost in translation,it is also what is lost

in interpretation"(4).
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(3) Mirza Ghalib, Selected lyrics and Letters. K,C ,Kanda. 2004 New Down Press
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