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Structural Criticism: Possibilities and Fallacies
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ABSTRACT:

Structuralism looks at literature as a system of signs where
meaning is made by putting the signs together in a certain way.. As far
as linguistics is concerned, the importance of Saussure's theory of
structuralism cannot be denied. But if it is discussed in the context of
literary criticism and specifically Pashto literary criticism, the prospects
are not so bright. The purpose of this paper is to define structuralist
criticism and highlight the possibilities specifically the fallacies
associated with it. The focus of this paper is to prove that structural

criticism in the predicament of Pashto criticism, instead of being useful,
can lead to many problems for many Pashtoon critics.
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“I have said that structuralism contained the seeds of a social
and historical theory of meaning, but they were not, on the whole,
able to sprout”(10,.
awu@uﬁﬁ,ujl}gﬁrﬁ L ;Q“;I)O;Liﬂlé,g

S ls eilais Blod oo sarme 4 05 IS

“Structuralism, in a word, was hair-raisingly unhistorical: the
laws of the mind it claimed to isolate - parallelisms, oppositions,
inversions and the rest moved at a level of generality quite remote
from the concrete differences of human history. From this
Olympian height, all minds looked pretty much alike. Having
characterized the underlying rule-systems of a literary text, all the
structuralist could do was sit back and wonder what to do next.11).
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“Structuralism often has a negative connotation at present, as

early as the 1960s, ducrot noted that linguists were hesitant to
qualify their work as structuralist™(12).
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“Structuralism was extremely seductive: it was speculative and
far-reaching; it promised a key to all human practices; it offered
mastery of the single principle that would hold together the
apparently disparate features of all cultures. But it treated difference

as no more than superficial, and difference was the key term in
Saussure’s revolutionary theory of language"(13).
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“How ironic, then, Barthes goes on, that Saussure’s attribution

of meaning to difference should lead in the end to the equalization
of all texts ‘under the scrutiny of an in-different science’ (in-
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different because undifferentiating, but also indifferent because in
the end apathetic, bored)".(14).
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“The grand claims of structuralism appear absurd. Once you

have found the single determining structure, there is nothing to

choose between the universe and a bean. The microcosm simply

becomes an ill....... but then what? What can further investigation

discover? Only endless repetition. The big questions have been
answered in advance"(15).
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